In this prospective study we sampled previously implanted samples of ADM. These ADMs were implanted during the first stage of tissue expander based immediate breast reconstruction, and a 1cm squared sample was excised during the stage II expander-implant exchange procedure. Samples were incubated and cultured for 48 hours in tryptic soy broth. Those samples which showed growth were further cultured on tryptic soy broth and blood agar plates. Patient records were also analyzed, to determine if ADM sterilization and microbial growth were correlated with infectious complications following the stage I and stage II operations.
